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a day. But he is in a position, without consulting anybody, to let loose a variety of catastrophes . . . just what I don't know ; we should have to go into that on the spot: flood, poisoning of half a million Parisians, an epidemic of typhoid. " And imagine him starting a competition with his colleagues in charge of the Montsouris and Belleville reservoirs ... to see which could drown or poison the most Parisians ; and imagine that becoming a matter of prestige between them. What Tm trying to make you realise, Clanricard, is this : the importance which their position confers on certain people. It's something we have been too ready to overlook.
" Because we have modified our own philosophical conception of history, we take it for granted that events have come into line. Our modern conception may be justified if we contemplate human history from the point of view of Sirius, or over a period of ten centuries - in other words, when distance obliterates detail - but when it's a question, of knowing whether, at this particular moment, Tsar Nicholas is or is not advising the King of Serbia to attack Austria, that's quite a different pair of shoes.
" I'm putting this to you very badly, because it's a relatively new idea to me, and I haven't yet put it into any kind of order. ... To phrase it differently, people like ourselves, who are democrats to the marrow of our bones, are too ready to believe that democracy is already more or less diffused throughout humanity. It is, so far as all sorts of things are concerned - so far as clothes go, so far as shaking hands goes - but it is not in the case of those decisions, those slippings of the leash, that lead to war. Not anywhere - not even here in France."
" But still, you don't mean to suggest that there is nothing to be done - that we simply have to bow down to all this ? "
"No-no . . ."
" Because that would be the most terrible thing of all. After all, you can't go so fat as to say that if the working classes, in all countries, came to an understanding, and the brain-workers did too - those who are close to the people -that wouldn't help towards preventing, or at least delaying,